Obsession with

ENERALLY, the

university-ranking

season comes ev-

ery October. The

Times Higher Ed-
ucation/Thomson Reuters br-
ing out the World University
Rankings report, which is
taken as a very reliable ranking
system. In the report for 2011-
2012, out of the top 25 univer-
sities, only seven are outside
the US; the UX has four uni-
versities in the list, namely Ox-
ford, Cambridge, Imperial Co-
llege London and University
College London, whereas, two
Canadian universities, Toron-
to and British Columbia, and
Jjust one university from Sw-
itzerland, Swiss Federal Insti-
tute of Technology at Zurich,
appear in the list.

There are few other rank-
ing systems that put out their
own rankings, but, they differ
in the process and outcome.
The point of debate is how do
schemes like the Times Higher
Education on World Universi-
ty Rankings, the Academic

*Ranking of World Universities
(ARWU) and the QS World
University Rankings, relate to
broader attempts to bench-
mark higher education sys-
tems, institutions, and educa-
tional and research practices
oroutcomes? And, there is the
EU’s new U-Multirank sch-
eme, and the OECD’s numer-
ous initiatives, such as Assess-
‘ment of Higher Education
Learning Outcomes (AHELO)
to evaluate university per-
formance globally. In addition
to this, Moody’s Investor Serv-
ice recently put out a report ti-
tled Global Recession and Uni-
versities: Funding Strains to
Keep Up with Rising Demand.
It provides a very interesting
and informative view of some
aspects of the higher educa-

tion scene as observed from
outside the system. Moody’s
looked at universities at se-

'lected ateas trdund it Wwotld,

and how they are handling the
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HARD SUBJECT: Indian universities have to enhance access, use technology to improve blended teaching in
classrooms, create new knowledge, cultivate entrepreneurship and promote business innovation

global downturn. Moody’s ul-
timate interest, of course, is to .
be able to rate these universi-
ties as they access capital
markets, so the focus is on as-
pects of the environment that
can or will impact their finan-
cial stability.

Present ranking methods
provide a snapshot of an insti-
tution based on simple meas-
ures. Two qualitative data
(employer and peer review)
are selected together with four
quantitative data to reflect
strength in teaching, research
impact and international rep-
utation. Finally, a single num-
ber is mathematically derived
to provide a ranking of an in-
stitution relative to others with
regards to the different aspects
of its quality. There is a never-
ending debate on why we
should depend on employers’
perceptions when universities

, how stress self-employment as,

a measuze of graduate. sucr
cess? In addition, using inter-

national students as an indica-
tor, disadvantages universities
in many developing countries
that are expected to fulfil
unmet local demands. More-
over, there is heavy reliance on
qualitative peer reviews and
recruiter surveys that com-
prise 50 per cent of the scores.

We know that such judgement -

is influenced by factors such
as tradition that may confer
advantages to older institu-
tions. If one carefully studies
the top-ranking universities,
one observes that they are on
average about 200 years old,
have about 2,500 academic
faculty, nearly 24,000 stu-
dents, are highly selective,
and, thus, attract and retain
top personnel, have endow-
ments of about $1 billion and
$2 billion annual budgets.

All these ranking systems
have engendered debate about
benchiparking as was,observed

Forum on “Rankings and Ac-

countability in Higher Educa-
tion: Uses and Misuses” held
in Paris, May 16-17, 2011. A
quality higher education for all
should balance research, tea-
ching and community service,
declared Unesco'’s director-
general Irina Bokova. She fur-
ther pointed out that compar-
isons between universities so-
metimes focus more on quan-
titative rather than qualitative
aspects of education, In short,
are rankings like the ones re-
leased every year, ‘fit for pur-
pose’ to genuinely shed light
on the quality, relevance and
efficiency of higher education
in a rapidly-evolving global
context? What is the genuine
test of a university? Why do
universities play the ‘rankings
game'? What should interna-
tional university rankings me-

asure? Should they determine -

educational policies and re-
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erations at the Unesco Global
Forum. The report begins with
a statement, “International ra-

nkings of higher education in-

stitutions are here to stay, but,

classifications should evolve to
give information that is more.
relevant ¢o the needs of users
such as universities, students
and policymakers; fit local situ-
ations and contribute to the

growth of world-class higher ed-

ucation systems rather than a
few world-class universities.”

I have brought out all the
cross views across the world
mainly because in our coun-
try, whenever the world rank-
ing reports come in, and, in-
variably, when it is found that
Indian universities do not ap-
pear in the first 200 universi-
ties, the discussion gets trig-
gered on how bad our univer-
sities are and the blame game
goes on for a few months, But,

- the time has come for us to
*address issues related to the

ranking system more openly
without prejudice to the world
ranking systems or without

- the arrogance of saying that
. we should ignore the world

ranking systems,

Indian universities have a
larger role to play, They have
to enhance access, use tech- .
nology to improve blended
teaching in classrooms, create
new knowledge, cultivate en-
trepreneurship and promote
business innovation and the
environmental development
of a region. They should con-
centrate on these aspects so
as to becorne world-class uni-
versities. We need to devise
indicators for these aspects
and need to make them per-
fect. As Albert Einstein once
said, “Not all that counts can
be counted.” Not all that is
counted, counts!

arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com
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II'T-B students intern at MNCs this summer

Snehal Rebello

m snehal.rebello@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Pararth Shah, 21, is
excited about flying to Los
Angeles in May where he will
spend more than two months
as a summer intern with inter-
net search giant Google Ine.
The third-year computer sci-
ence student at the Indian
Institute of Technology —
Bombay (ITT-B) will earn a six-
figure stipend.

"The internship will give me
exposure to latest technology,

THE STIPEND DIFFERENCE

FOREIGN FIRMS and univer-
sities are offering stipends
between 21 lakh and 35 lakh
for summer internships

INDIAN FIRMS are offering
between 220,000 and 230,000
for the same duration.

and software and product devel-
opment. [ am excited about vis-
iting Silicon Valley and experi-
encing their lifestyle,” said Shah,
who grew up in Vile Parle.

IIT-B’s practical training cell
has witnessed a40% rise in the
number of undergraduate stu-
dents opting for winter and
summer internships. This year,
470 students secured intern-
ships as against 345 last year.

There’s been almost a 100%
jumpin research internships at
foreign universities in the US,
UK, France and Canada — from
65 students last year to 120 this
year.

“Students have realised that
research adds value to what
they learn in class. Several stu-

dents who are winning innova-
tion awards are also becoming
role models on campus,” said
professor Rangan Banerjee,
dean, research and develop-
ment, ITT-B.

Foreign companies and uni-
versities are offering stipends
between Rsl lakh and Rs5 lakh
for summer internships. “Majo-
rity of the recruiters are start-
ups, and new foreign compa-
nies and universities who pre-
viously didn’t know about ITT-
B,” said Yash Shah, student
head, practical training cell.
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UK varsities are known for their warm ambience

Academic opportunities, financial
suk)port and great facilities make the
UK very attractive to Indian students

their respective fields.
Universities here have
excellent career services
which help us channelise ’

our skills in the right jobs.
They alsc organise career
. fairs to help graduates meet
Gauri Xohll - was amazed by the 50-acre  potential employers.”
W gawi kohi@hindustantimes.com campus size, located right Having spent three years
next to the city centre por- at the varsity, Sheth feels it’s
or Harsh Jayesh traying an intricate bonding  the best study destination
Sheth, astudent from  between people and the uni-  for young aspiring Indians.
Ahmedabad, choosing  versity. Newcastle is also a “UX universities such as
UK for further studies was research-intensive universi-  Cambridge, Oxford,
an easy decision. Currently  ty,” says Sheth. Newcastle, Edinburgh ete.
pursuing his PhD in human Apart from academics, are ranked among the top
geneties, studying inthe UK the university also organises 160 universities across the
has provided him with a trips which give the students  globe. Groundbreaking work
plethora of opportunities, a feel of the British culture. in science, arts and litera-
both in academics and co- Within Newcastle University  ture is carried out at the
curriculars, students’ union, there are universities, These institu-
“In 2008, I selected various societies such as tions are known for their
Newcastle University as DesiSoc and HinduSoc friendly and warm ambi-
my destination for further ~  which Indian students can ence and thus students from
studies as it is one of the join to meet people from all across the globe prefer
top universities in the UK their country and not. feel the UK as a study destina-
and holds a very high isolated or homesick. tion, There are also a num-
course and teaching rank- On the job prospects, ber of opportunities for
ing in the human genetics * Sheth says, “Despite the financial support in the
course at the undergrad-  current economic scenario,  form of studentships, schol-
uate level. When I bright Indian students are arships, stipends, bursaries,
reached Newcastle, managing to find jobs in ete,” he adds. '
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Welcome to Oxford

CBSE, CISCE upbeat about their students
getting direct enitry to Oxford University

Gauri Kohll

o gaurl.kohli@hindustantimes.com

- rom next year,the
University of Oxford
will allow admission in

its undergraduate courses '
for those securing 90% and
more in the ISC or CBSE
exams. According to the uni-
versity, the decision was
taken keeping in mind the
“terrifie scholars India is
producing”

“The review of Class 12 has
been part of our process of
reviewing international quali-
fications. Oxford has also
seen a fast-growing and very
high performing group of
Indian postgraduate students
in recent years, which has
confirmed how many terrific
scholars India is producing”
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says Dr Julia Paolitto, press
officer, admissions and edu-
cational policy, University of
Oxford.

India is rising rapidly -
economically, in terms of
educational quality and this
has motivated the universi-
ty's decision to accept appli-
cations from students taking
the ISC and CBSE exams,

“This is also why our direc- .

tor for graduate admissions
and studies has made a spe-
cial trip to recruit bright
Indian postgraduates,” says
Paclitto,

Eligibility criteria
Elaborating on the eligibility
criteria for admission to the
various programmes at the
the University of Oxford,
Paolitto says, “Typieal stan-
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dard offers are set by for
each course, by the depart-
ments, but it is recommend-
ed that the condition should
be a minimum of 90% in each
of the five subjects taken in
the Class 12 examinations.
This equates to approximate-
ly the top 8% of candidates
taking the CBSE and ISC.”

Science subjects may also
require that candidates take
the Indian Institute of
Technology (II'T) entrance
examinations as a pre-condi-
tion for entry. There are
likely to be further condi-
tions made by individual
departments in addition to
the overall standard
required for a conditional
offer to Oxford.

The university’s standard
offers for A-level range from

A'A*A to AAA, with some
courses specifying some of
the subjects that students
must have studied (eg to
apply for engineering, you
need to have physics and
maths to A-level). “We expect
the same to be true for
Indian students, and some
courses will require students
to include certain specific
subjects among the five they
take to Class 12, and may
require particular grades in
particular subjects.
Candidates must also demon-
strate proficiency in English
to a very high level,” she
adds,

Class 12 results work

The University and College
Admissions Service in the
UK also recommends that
the CBSE and ISC Class 12~
results are suitable for
admission to UK universities.
Earlier, Oxford aspirants to
the undergraduate courses
needed to appear in various
tests before they were con-
sidered eligible for admis-
sion.

Both the boards have
reacted positively to the
move, saying it will widen the
seope of opportunities for

e
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those aiming to go to the UK
for higher studies. “We are
already preparing our stu-
dents for overseas studies
with special emphasis on
English to boost written and
communication skills of stu-
dents. It gives them an edge
when they compete in inter-
national exams. It's good that
Qxford also recognises our
students and will allow them
direct entry,” says Gerry
Arathoon, additional secre-
tary, Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE).
CISCE conducts the Indian
School Certificate examina-
tion.

The council was estab-
lished by the University of
Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate. ‘
CBSE has also welcomed the
decision of the University of
Oxford. “It will put our stu-
dents on the global map, giv-
ing them an opportunity to
study in one of the best uni-
versities in the world,” says a
CBSE official.

The average fee for under-
graduates wishing to study at
QOxford in 2013 is Likely to

. range between £13,000 and

£15,000 per year.
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S00N, METRO
TECHNOLOGY
10 BE PART OF
BTECH GOURSE

Vanita Srivastava

u vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELMI: Looking into the
growing importance of metros,
private engineering colleges
across the country will intro-
duce a BTech in metro tech-
nology as a new stream of study
from 2013,

“A panel has been formed to
prepare the content of the
course. The committee is like-

Jy to submit its report in three
months,” All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
chairman SS Mantha said.

With the network of metro
train services increasing
sharply in the NCR and similar
projects lined up in other cities,
the new stream of study is main-
ly designed to help in meeting
an acute shortage of such engi-
neers in the country in the
future.

The Delhi Metro Railway
Corporation (DMRC) had ear-
lier requested the Union human
resource development ministry
to start the course in the major
engineering colleges, The min-
istry had asked AICTE to pre-
pare a blue print on the proposal.

Maintaining that the course
would be beneficial because of
the mushrooming of metros
across the country, Mantha said:
“The metros can provide a
viable solution to some of the
basic problems like choking traf-
fic and spiraling petrol price. I
am very confident that the
course will have a lot of
employment opportunities.”

Mantha added: “Only those
colleges which have the essen-
tial facilities will be given per-
mission to start the course.”

re campus - 4 Apr ...

Decks cleared for
II'T Indore campus

INDORE: With the district administration issuing cheque
of Rs 10,70,30,000 in favour of the forest department, the
decks have finally been cleared for handing over 200 acres
(80 hectares) of land belonging to the forest department to
II'T Indore for developing its campus.

DFO Indore Saeed Khan said they received the cheque
on Tuesday evening and now the process of formally hand-
ing over of the land would be completed soon. “The forest
department had agreed to hand over the land in principal to
the II'T Indore for its campus, but the formal handing over
remained pending the receipt of money,” he said. Thoughin
principle the money has been handed over from one govern-
ment department to another; the development of the 11T
campus had been struck without the portion of forest land.

The IIT, Indore is being developed on a 500 acre
land of which 200 acres is forestland. Initially, the Union
Environment and Forest ministry’s Forest Advisory
Committee (FAC) had refused permission to the state
government to use forestland for construction of 1I'T
campus. HTC

http://paper.hindustantimes.«
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Passiontomission

Giving Up I was a tough decision

It took 20 years for Krsna, music director for the film Tanu Weds
Manu, to get a plum project that got his career to take off

Jeevan Prakash Sharma

o joavan sharma®hindustantimas.com

science student with a
Apassion for music is

how one can deseribe
Krsna, music director of the
film Tanu Weds Manu.

He dropped the idea of
joining IIT Roorkee to pursue
his dream of becoming a
music director. Today, heis a
proud winner of the presti-
gious Filmfare RD Burman
Talent Award and Max
Stardust Award 2012 for best
music direction for Tanu
Weds Manu.

‘Way back in 1992, when
Krsna cleared the engineer-
ing entrance exam and decid-
ed to join the National
Institute of Design (NID), he
had a tough time dealing with
his parents’ shocked reac-
tion. “Giving up IIT was a
tough decision. My parents
were skeptical and worried
and it took me a year or two to
make them understand the
possibilities of being success-
ful in film communication and
convincing that it was as
respectable as any other field.”

It happened accidentally
Krsna, born in Siliguri and
brought up in Kolkata,
belonged to a middle class
family of working parents.
They wanted him to become
an engineer and Krsna, too,
was mentally prepared to ful-
fil their dreams.

“But little did they know
that I had already got hooked
to music at 14,” he says. Ona
rainy day, at a relative’s house,
he was fiddling with a harmo-
nium with nothing else to do.
And he realised that he could

easily play popular tunes.

He recalls, “And that really
stirred something inside me
all of a sudden. I started per-
ceiving music differently. I
wondered how great it would
be to create musie if listening
and playing music could have
such a powerful effect on my
heart.”

“My accidental discovery
took shape in the form of a
wild dream to become a com-
poser/songwriter one day,” he
adds.

Days at NID

He joined the films communi-

eation design programme at
NID in 1992, “As for my music
endeavours, there wasn't
much that I could do, with all
the pressure of college
assignments,” he says.

He did, however, compose
a few songs and tried to form
a music band but that never
worked out.

Mumbai gave opportunities
After finishing his course,
Krsna started his career as a
television commerecial film
maker and shifted to
Mumbai.

“As for my directorial ven-
tures, I directed ads for
brands such as Digjam
Fabrics, Rasna, Tara Channel
ete. I simultaneously began
directing music for my self-
directed commercials as
well,” he says.

Music, the sole interest
Around 2004, Krsna stopped
directing ad films and started
to concentrate solely on
directing musie for jingles
and sound tracks.

Around 2008, for the first
time, he felt the need to get
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formal training. He met his
gury, Ustad Mehboob Khan,
and rigorously trained him-
self in Hindustani Classical.

“Within a year, around in
2009, I found myself at a spot
whereby I felt ready, and 1
was very clear that I wanted
to get into full-fledged music
direction for films,” says
Krsna.

Success at the end

‘When he met Tanu Weds
Manu director Anand Raj in
April 2009, he had little hope
of bagging a music direc-
tion assignment for the
movie as the director
had already decided to
award the contract to
a well-knovm music
director. “I requested
him to give me an
opportunity. I took
the lyries of Mannu
Bhaiya, created a
song overnight and
presented it to him. He
liked my composition so
much that he changed his
mind and took me for the
project,” says Krsna.

And the rest is history.
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World’s first flying car
takes maiden test flight

‘Transition’ To Hit Market In A Year, To Cost $279,000

lying cars aren’t just science

fiction anymore. Wohurn,

Mass.-based Terrafugia Inc.
said on Monday that its prototype
flying car has completed its first
flight, bringing the company closer
to its goal of selling the flying car
within the next year. The vehicle —
dubbed the Transition — has two
seats, four wheels and wings that
foldupso it can be driven like a car.
Last month, it flew at 1,400 feet for
eight minutes. Commercial jets fly
at 35,000 feet.

Arouean nd 100 people have al-
ready put down a $10,000 deposit to
get a Transition when they go on
sale, and those numbers will likely
rise after Terrafugia introducesthe
Transition to the public later this
week at the New York Auto Show.
But don't expect it to show up intoo
many driveways. It's expected to
cost $279,000. And it won't help if
you're stuck in traffic. The car
needsarunway.

The flying car has always had a
special placeinthe American imag-
ination, Inventors have been trying
to make them since the 1930s, ac-
cording to Robert Mann, an airline
industry analyst. But Mann thinks
Terrafugia has come closer than
anyone to making the flying car a
reality The government has al-
ready granted the company’s re-
quest to use special tires and glass
that are lighter than normal auto-
motive ones, to make it easier for
the vehicle to fly. The government
has also temporarily exempted the
Transition from therequirement to
equip vehicles with electronic sta-
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DREAM COME 'IRUE- 'TI’aHSItlon travels down a street W|th |ts wmgs folded in NY
The vehicle has 2 seats, 4 wheels and wings that fold up so it can be driven like a car.
(above) For its test flight on March 23, it flew at 1,400 feet for 8 minutes

bility control, which would add
about six pounds to the vehicle,
Terrafugia says an ovmer would
need to pass a test and complete 20
hours of flying time to be able tofly
the Transition, a relatively low hur-
dlefor pilots. The Transitioncanre-

ach around 70 miles per hour on the
road and 115 in the air, spokesman
Steven Moscaritolo said. It flies us-
ing a 23-gallon tank of automotive
fuel and burns 5 gallons per hour in
the air. On the ground, it gets 35
miles per gallon. ap
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Set your b'iological clock to exam timings, stick to the tried and tested topics and don't panic -

Nishatha Abraham Bijeash

he mother of all engi-
neering entrance
exams, IIT-JEE is
barely a few days
away (April 8, 2012). Most, of
you must be getting the jit-
ters and Josing sleep over for-
mulae, equations and theo-
rems. Now, how does one
utilise just this little time
left? We spoke to the direc-
tors and faculty of some of
the top IIT-JEE coaching
centres and they have some
advice for you:
Don’t start a new topic:
1 “This is the time to just
re-visit your basic funda-
mentals, formulas and deri-
vations, revise what you've
already studied over the last
one year, don't go running
behind new topics” advises
Asheesh Sharma, vice-presi-
dent (business strategy) and
executive academic head and
senior physics faculty of
Resonance, a leading coach-
ing centre for IIT-JEE.
Taking up a completely
new topic in the last few days
will only confuse you further,
leading to a panic situation. It
is better to be completely
confident about the things
you know than to walk into
the examination hall with
incomplete information about
a new topic. “Just review
your class notes, key con-
cepts/formulas and nothing
further. Don't study too hard
in these last days; you cannot
do in one day what you could
not do in two years” says JC
Chaudhry, founder & MD of
Aakash Institute.

Revisit the important

topies: “Some impor-

tant topics that need to
be revised would be coordi-
hate geometry and calculus
in mathematies, electromag-
netism and modern physics
in physies and chemical and
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ionic equilibrium and aro-
matic compounds in chem-
istry” says Asheesh,

If you've had the practice
of maintaining flash cards of
the important topics, theo-
rems, equations etc., now
would be the time to revisit
them and refresh your
memory. .

Make mistakes!: “Make
3 all the mistakes that

you possibly can in the
last few days while you prac-
tice mock papers. This will
ensure that you don’t repeat
these mistakes when you take
the actual exam”, says

Brijesh Maheshwari,
Director of ALLEN Career
Institute.

This is similar to the exer-
cise of facing your fears head
on! You might as well make
those silly mistakes while you
can afford to. So if you fum-
ble while taking mock IIT-
JEE papers, don't get flus-
tered. These mistakes will
ensure that you don't repeat
them on D-day. :

Hail NCERT text-

books!: “Needless to

say, you should go
through your NCERT books.
IIT- JEE questions are very

close to the NCERT now”
advises Praveen Tyagi, VP
Academics, meritnation.com.

Brush up your concepts
once again from your NCERT
textbooks. .

R Previous years’ IIT-
JEE papers: Praveen

further suggests, “Go

through the IIT JEE question
papers of the last five years.
It’s not necessary to go
beyond five years, as the pat-
tern of IIT-JEE changed dra-
matically after 2007

Solving previous years'
IIT-JEE question papers will

prepare you psychologically

THINKSTOCK
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to face IIT-JEE 2012 with
more confidence, as you've
already tested the waters
with the last years’ papers.

Tune your biological

clock: If you're used to

studying in the wee
hours of the night and sleep-
ing throughout the day, it’s
time to reverse your body
clock! In the last week lead-
ing to IIT-JEE 2012, make
sure that you are up and
about during the time the
exam is scheduled, otherwise
you're bound to feel sleepy
while writing the test!

JC Chaudhry advises eight

hours of sleep (10pm to 6
am), six to eight hours of
study (to be reduced to only
six hours in the last week to
match the time of the exam
and No study on the day
before the exam). “Stop
studying in the night at least
in the last week, your HIT-
JEE papers are scheduled in
two slots: between 9 am-12
noon and Z pm- 5 pm. Try to
take mock IIT-JEE papers
exactly during these timings
under conditions similar to
the actual examination day.
This will ensure that you are
not under pressure on the D-
day”, says Brijesh
Maheshwari.

Practice does make you
perfect: Sounds clichéd,

but that's because it’s
true! “When you are not
practicing, remember, some-
one somewhere is practicing
and when you meet him, he
will win”. Ed Macauley, a pro-
fessional basketball player
said this, but it holds true for
1IT-JEE!

‘What could give you an
edge over others, who're
learning the same things
from the same set of books, is
practice. You can easily
access free IIT-JEE mock
tests online or practice from
the mock paper sets that you
get from your coaching cen-
tres.

a movie, go jogging, play

a game of foothall, med-
itate or practice yoga -
indulge in any of these or
other activities that would
relax and calm you.

Face IIT JEE with confi-
dence and agsurance in your
preparation. Remember, it is
just another exam and not
the end of the world.
Irrespective of how your
paper goes, a wonderful life
awaits you!

8 Rest and relax: Watch
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